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January 27, 2009
WITH THE WRIT OF AMPARO,

WE DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE SURFACING OF JAMES BALAO

With the granting of the Writ of Amparo for James Balao last January 19, we demand that he be surfaced immediately by the respondents in the case.  President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and the other respondents, found by the court to be responsible for the enforced disappearance of James, should in the soonest possible time bring him back to his family, friends and colleagues and should, as the court ordered, stop from inflicting harm on him and “respect and protect his civil and constitutional rights and liberty”.  James’ family and the Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) filed today the Motion for Execution Pending Appeal for the Writ of Amparo.
It has been four months and 10 days since the enforced disappearance of James Balao.  During this torturous span of time of searching for James, his family, friends and colleagues with the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA) have tried all possible means to locate him.  We have consistently appealed to the public for any information on the whereabouts of James and the circumstances of his disappearance to which several brave people responded.    We have gone to different camps and offices of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National Police (PNP) within Baguio and Benguet, Northern Luzon and the National Capital Region to conduct searches and dialogues.  We have also asked the aid of the United Nations Working Group On Enforced and Involuntary Disappearance (WGEID), and different organizations at the international level to bring up the matter of continuing enforced disappearances in the Philippines with the Arroyo government in the hope that such pressure would force the State agents to surface James.  We have spoken with the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) and gained the commitment of Chairperson Leila de Lima in the search for James.  In a meeting she conducted last December, another proof that James is being held by State agents was presented when a reliable source reported to the CHR-Cordillera Administrative Region that he was brought to a military safe house in Cabinet Hill, Baguio City.  Continuing efforts are being done up to the present to search for him.  We will leave no stones unturned.  
With the court order, we reiterate our call for the surfacing of James Balao who we strongly believe is still alive.  The Writ of Amparo as a legal remedy should be sincerely implemented and help secure the life, liberty and security of James at the most immediate time.
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