DECLARATION FROM THE FORUM 
SPEAK OUT FOR TRUTH, LAND, LIFE AND THE FUTURE: SAVE MANKAYAN FROM DESTRUCTION
July 16, 2009 Mankayan, Benguet

We are leaders and members of various communities and sectors of the municipality of Mankayan, Benguet Province. We are men, women, youth, elders and children; representatives of the Church, the academe, community organizations, alumni of the Mankayan National High School (MNHS) and the local government members who have gathered here today to discuss  an urgent concern of our beloved municipality. 
Since June 5, 2009, there have been massive landslides, ground subsidence and sinking in Aurora Street, Barangay Poblacion and in the main grounds of the Mankayan Central Elementary School and Mankayan National High School.  To date, the subsidence and sinking continues and is aggravated by the continuing rains.  Our town was declared a danger zone and in a state of calamity, and we now face the problem of evacuating the school, the students, the households and affected families to safety. 

This is not the first environmental destruction that has happened in Mankayan.  Ten years ago in Barangay Colalo, the disastrous landslide and sinking  destroyed 14 hectares of ricefields, gardens, swidden farms, pasture lands, residential houses and buried alive Pablo Gomez whose body was never found.   Ten years after, our lives were again put at stake with the sudden collapse of the ground. We are luckier that no one, or no one yet, had died as a result of the recent landslide and sinking. We do not want any further destruction. To date, main sources of community water supply fast depleted in Barangays Paco, Colalo, Sapid, Poblacion, Tabio, Bulalacao and Palasaan. Long range of cracks and fissures were found and monitored since 1970s at the municipal central Plaza and portions of the main ground of the Municipal Building. In 2003, similar was found in the gardens and residential lots.  Also, worst crack of concrete residential houses and glass windows in sitio Tabak of Barangay Bulalacao, and sitio Pacda of Barangay Sapid happened due to the strong surface vibration  resulting from continued underground blasting. Other sinking areas include community residential areas in Barangays Colalo and Sapid and in April, a portion of the Municipal central market. Giant compressors underground continue to cause  strong vibrations in Tubo’s  residential area.  Areas where exhausts were set up continue to experience air pollution. 
Seventy three (73) years ago, Lepanto Consolidated Mining  Co. started to mine deep in our mountains and communities for gold that is not theirs, but ours. Seventy three years of destructive corporate mining had adversely affected the health, local agriculture, and environment of the people of Mankayan. The minewaste thrown into the river had gravely  polluted and ravaged the vast rice lands and main fishing ground of communities downstream in Cervantes and Quirino in Ilocos Sur, and 7 municipalities in Abra province.  Lepanto was also found guilty of dumping asbestos in Sapid, Mankayan, since 2007. The asbestos waste  came from Lepanto’s head office in Makati. Lepanto’s workers went on strike in 2003 and 2005 due to unfair labor practices and violations to the Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA), and recently,  the company’s work rotation scheme. 

Lepanto never admitted responsibility for the environmental disasters it created in our municipality, while it was making billions  from its extractive operations.   It has always been the fault lines and in 1999, an “act of God” that caused the environmental disasters. These reasons are not good enough for us anymore, for we know Lepanto has historical accountability for all the environmental disasters due to its mining operations.  
We are not safe  in our own homes, knowing that anytime, disasters are waiting to happen.  We want to live safely and pass on our beloved Mankayan to  our children and grandchildren. Today, we stand up together and demand the TRUTH: 
· For Lepanto to disclose the truth and be transparent about the location of its operations in our municipality, especially near  or around the sunken areas;  and 

· For the Mines and Geosciences Bureau  (MGB) to disclose the truth about the environmental disasters and refrain from siding with the company and instead prioritize the safety of the people of Mankayan; 

Further, we stand together today to voice our support for an independent investigation on the environmental disasters in Mankayan; 

We call for the immediate relocation of our schools, affected homes and businesses including our burial grounds where our dearly departed were laid to rest.  This must not be the sole responsibility of our municipal and provincial governments. We reiterate the accountability of Lepanto, and demand compensation for loss of properties and homes. Such an expense would be nothing compared to the millions the company makes every year. 
We call for a stop to Lepanto’s expansion of operations to prevent any further destruction. 
We also call for the pullout of military units in our municipality, specifically at present the 50th Infantry Battalion. The presence of the military has not been doing our municipality any good and has instead sown fear among local residents, especially where they have camped or detached. We never nor our municipal officials requested for military deployment in our communities. Thus, we believe that imposed military regular presence here is to protect the interest of Lepanto in the name of peace and security. For now, they  are very aggressive in demonizing, attacking and threatening the members and leaders of community organizations and  church leaders advocating for peace and protection of Mankayan from further destruction.
We only have one Mankayan to pass on to our children and their children. We dream for a future that will let them enjoy the fullness of life and God’s creation.  
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