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AFP continues to terrorize IP communities
Indigenous peoples of Kalinga, Abra and Mountain Province continue to suffer human rights violations as elements of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) continue to terrorize the countryside under the framework of the State policy Oplan Bantay Laya (OBL).

OBL is instrumental in the drastic and massive extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances in the country since 2002 as it targets not only the CPP-NPA-NDFP but also peoples organizations labeled by the AFP as “sectoral front organizations” of the revolutionary movements.  
Fake surrenders

Aside from political killings and enforced disappearances the AFP also threaten indigenous communities with a list that tags community members as being affiliated to the CPP- NPA-NDFP.
In a letter to the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA), the indigenous people of Tangalg, Lubuagan, Kalinga narrated that last October 10, around 15 soldiers of the 21st IB of the Philippine Army led by a certain Lt. Camaganakan came and encamped in the community.   While in the community, the said soldiers called for a community meeting where they showed a list of alleged former NPA, NPA contacts and supporters and that those people in the list must clear their names. The soldiers also investigated some residents.

The soldiers also illegally conducted a census in the community. 
Tanglag residents assert that those people on the soldiers’ list are not NPA supporters, contact or former members but community residents and members of people’s organizations.
“Agamak kami nga umili iti mabalin nga mapasamak nga panaglabsing ti karbengan pang-tao iti kaada da (soldado)kas iti napasamak ti Barangay Dupag, Tabuk; Barangay Poswoy, Balbalan and Barangay Uma, Lubuagan,” (We fear of possible human rights violations the soldiers might inflict on us just like what happened in Barangay Dupag, Tabuk; Barangay Poswoy, Balbalan and Barangay Uma, Lubuagan) the letter read.
Earlier in September, indigenous people of Tonglayan, Natonin, Mountain Province suffered a similar ordeal. Initial data shows that around 25 names of Natonin residents are found in the AFP’s list. 

Report of bombings

The indigenous people of Pananuman, Tubo, Abra who have barely recovered from economic dislocation and trauma bought about by the military bombings last March-April were again subjected to experience another round of bombings in their community from September 25 according to the Abra Human Rights Alliance (AHRA).
The AHRA staff were hindered to proceed to the area due to intense military presence and also due to the surveillance and harassments against uhem. 
It can be recalled that AHRA Spokesperson Irene Timbreza reported that she has received death threats sometime in August.  

Militarized Cordillera

At present there are a total of 19 regular companies (Coys), one  Division Reconnaissance Coy (53rd), six service Coys (HQ Coys of brigade and battalion), and four support units of the Philippine Army of the AFP are deployed in Northwestern Luzon.

In addition, the Task Force Montañosa (TFM) was formed in November 2006 for counter insurgency operations. It is composed of the 41st IB, 50th IB, 54th IB, 53rd Recon Coy, 21st  IB and the Philippine National Police-Regional Mobile Group Cordillera Administrative Region (PNP-RMG CAR). Its operations are along the boundaries of Abra, Mountain Province and Ilocos Sur – defined as a “win” area under Operation Plan Bantay Laya II. 
Militarized indigenous communities that experience human rights violations have persistently called for a pull-out of military presence in their area.#
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