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NO STONE SHALL BE LEFT UNTURNED

“On April 19, my son James will be turning a year older.  We would like to have him and be with him on his birthday.  Please, talk to the President to release my son.” 

Mr. Arthur Balao, father of James Balao to the
Committee on Human Rights, House of Representatives

Onsite Hearing, March 12, 2009, 
University of the Philippines Baguio
Today, April 17, on the 213th day of James Balao’s enforced disappearance, we continue to condemn and hold accountable the Arroyo government for taking and keeping him away from his family, friends and colleagues.
Last September 17, 2008, a witness to his abduction said that while he was being handcuffed and dragged into a white vehicle by state agents in Lower Tomay, La Trinidad, Benguet, he pleaded to the onlookers, “Ask them what I have done wrong?”

What has James committed to exact this grave disservice from the State?

None.  
James is one of the finest sons of the country.  He has given his prime to help provide answers to social inequities that have plagued the society for so long.   He has stood up against government state policies, laws and measures that have weighed down the masses in poverty and injustice.  He has contributed well for the defense and recognition of indigenous peoples rights.

 The Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo government wrongly sees these traits as dangerous to its security.  Organizations advancing progressive positions on social issues and genuine change have been tagged as sectoral fronts of revolutionary formations like the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), National Democratic Front of the Philippines(NDFP) and the New People’s Army(NPA) which are targeted by the government in its counter-insurgency policy Operation Plan Bantay Laya.  This legitimizes the attack against members and leaders of progressive peoples organizations resulting to a bloody record of 1008 extrajudicial killings
 and numerous other human rights violations since 2001.  200 others have been victims of enforced disappearance at a national level.  Among them are Jonas Burgos, Karen Empeno, Sherlyn Cadapan, Leo Velasco, Nilo Arado, and Luisa Posa Dominado.
Searching for James and the others has been very painful and difficult.  The State has been systematic in its efforts to hide the victims of enforced disappearance.  They have denied us information, the right to search their camps and have been hostile in treating us when we knocked on their gates as was the case in Camp Henry Allen here in Baguio and Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City.  They have completely disregarded our utmost concern for James’ life and security.   

 Despite these, we will not stop in our search for him and the others.
Together with his family and colleagues, we will continue to scour areas where we can find him.  We will continue to seek information regarding his welfare and whereabouts.  
On two occasions last month, we have forwarded our demand for James to be surfaced.  We attended and presented his case during the onsite hearing of the Committee on Human Rights of the House of Representatives (March 12-13) and the Community-Based Dialogue between Civil Society Organizations (CSO) and the Armed Forces of the Philippines and Philippine National Police initiated by the Alternative Law Group (March 25-26).  During the hearing of the Committee on Human Rights of the House of Representatives, Committee Chair Congressman Erin Tanada stated that they will do what they can to help find James.  In the dialogue with the state security forces, we strongly reiterated our position that the people need protection and immediate economic relief, not State persecution. 
More groups have also responded to our call for Mabtad
to search and demand for the surfacing of James.
A German Human Rights Mission to the Philippines was conducted last March 11-20 where members of Action Network for Human Rights-Philippines met to express their solidarity with families of victims of enforced disappearances and other human rights violations.  Winston Balao, gave a testimony on the continuing enforced disappearance of his brother.
Last 18 March 2009, The Episcopal Church of the USA (ECUSA) led by The Most Rev. Katherine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop and Primate submitted the written testimony of Rev. Canon Brian Grieves and Alexander D. Baumgarten
 in behalf of the Episcopal Church regarding human rights in the Philippines and U.S. military assistance to the US Committee on Appropriations, Sub-Committee on State, Foreign Operations.  The case of James was cited in their testimony.

On James‘ birthday and the upcoming Cordillera day, more people will signify their support in the search for him and the search for justice.

We will leave no stone unturned.
SURFACE JAMES BALAO!
STOP ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES!
SCRAP OPLAN BANTAY LAYA!
JUSTICE TO ALL VICTIMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
UNDER THE ARROYO REGIME!

For reference:
Jude Baggo,  Secretary General, Cordillera Human Rights Alliance, cp:  09189621005
Imelda Tabiando, Deputy Sec. Gen., Cordillera Human Rights Alliance, cp:  09189199007
� Based on the documentation of Karapatan (Alliance for the Advancement of Human Rights)


� Mabtad – In Cordillera indigenous culture, this is a call for collective mobilization and action to search for the missing.


� The Rev. Canon Brian Grieves is Director of the Advocacy Center of the Episcopal Church;  Alexander D. Baumgarten is International Policy Analyst.





