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We Condemn the State Retaliatory Acts and Harassments Against Our Members!
As our campaign to surface James Balao continue to draw overwhelming support from different sectors here and abroad, state agents desperately try to retaliate desperately against our members. They are employing every dirty trick up their sleeves in an attempt to scare leaders and members of the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA) and Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) and stop them from exposing their terrorist acts. 
However, all their efforts are not succeeding. They fail to instill fear among CPA and CHRA leaders and members. They fail to distort the facts and whitewash the state’s accountability and to deceive the residents of the place of incident as to the identity of James, destroying his person by calling him a drug pusher. The public is not buying their rehashed statements of denial. They are running out of tricks! Now they are attacking members of our family in an attempt to shake us that shows their desperation. 

Last October 23, at around lunch time the mother of one of the staff of the CHRA nearly went missing after a woman posing as a friend of her daughter tried to lure her to ride a van. The woman described as chubby and fully made up claimed she just came home from abroad and that she has presents for her daughter. She immediately clasped the mother’s hands and led her to where the dark-colored van was parked. But when they reached the van, the woman failed to show the gifts. 
Upon reaching the van, another woman pretending to be asking for directions came along.   The woman who claimed to own the van offered to help her. The woman asking for help tried to convince the mother to get in the van because after the errand they will be getting some snacks. The mother, sensing that something was wrong, did not get in the van and moved away from it when she saw the other woman board the said vehicle without being invited. 
We are suspicious of these women, as earlier, residents of the place of incident reported two women who introduced themselves as lawyers of the CPA and CHRA tried to talk to the witnesses. The description of the said women does not match any of the lawyers connected with CHRA and CPA.
On the same day, during the first hearing of the writ of amparo at the Benguet RTC, several unidentified men in civilian clothes were taking pictures of activists and clan members of the Balao family who went to show support.  When CPA Secretary-general Windel Bolinget approached one of the men to verify his identity, the man refused to identify himself and threatened him saying “sa kampo na lang tayo magkita”. After the hearing, a CPA staff saw him enter Camp Dangwa. 
Some of the men seen at the Benguet RTC followed the International Solidarity Mission (ISM) at the Inglay restaurant where they conducted a press conference. The ISM teams were tailed by suspected intelligence agents during their visit to concerned government offices and to the place of incident a day earlier. 
Later that day, Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) Chief Legal Counsel Atty. Remegio Saladero, Jr. was abducted at his house in Antipolo City. He was later surfaced at Camp Vicente Lim in Laguna.
Earlier, we have also observed intensified surveillance in our offices and activities. Youth volunteers reported that unidentified men took their picture while they were posting missing bulletins of James Balao in public places.   

We condemn these treacherous acts. State agents, as always, resort to treachery and violence in their attempt to silence those who stand against their terrorist acts. In other regions, they also try to disguise their acts as petty crimes to mislead the people.
The intensifying attacks on us only prove that our campaign to surface James and to stop enforced disappearances is gaining ground.
We condemn the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo regime for fostering a culture of impunity for human rights violators. State agents brazenly go about killing, abducting and violating people’s rights because they know that they will not be brought to justice.
We warn the public to be wary of a dark colored van with the plate XDT 420. These are criminal groups pretending to know someone in your family to be able to get money or valuables.  They might also be used in the modus operandi of state agents in their desperate attempts to sow terror among the families of activists in an attempt to silence them.  We call on the public to immediately report to the police any information about the said van or similar incidents. 
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