Bakun Declaration
Witnessed by our fellow Filipinos who, like us, are oppressed and exploited; and friends from other countries who recognize our legitimate right to our ancestral land and self-determination;

We, the Igorots of Benguet in the Cordillera region and the national minorities of the Philippines who are gathered on this historic event declare our unity to defend our land, life and resources against the intensified plunder of imperialist mining trans-national corporations and their local cohorts;

For the longest time, we inhabited and independently nurtured these lands by ourselves. By the labor and sweat of our ancestors, the mountains were cleared upon which we continue to use, preserve and develop. These fertile land and environment fed our families, nurtured our communities; from these, spring our own traditional systems and culture;

By the collective strength and the lives sacrificed by our ancestors – Ama Macliing Dulag, Pedro Dungoc, Daniel Ngayaan and other unsung martyrs – our ancestral lands were victoriously defended. On these, we claim ownership to our territory and assert our rights to self-determination;

From the colonial period up to the present, we have been subjected to different forms of national oppression: ‘development aggression’, poverty, government neglect, human rights violations and institutionalized discrimination. We have always been sacrificed in the altar of “national development” and “for the benefit of the majority”.

Unhampered mining operations from the time of the Spanish and American colonizers forcibly evicted us from our territories; our land and resources plundered and our environment destroyed. The operations of big mines like the Lepanto Consolidated Mining Corporation ruined the environment of Benguet, caused landslides that killed some of our peoples, polluted the Abra river, dried up of our farmlands, and brought illnesses to our people. For almost eight decades of Lepanto’s existence in our communities, we remain impoverished.
At present, the whole of the Cordillera region, particularly in Bakun and other communities in Benguet, are again threatened with forced eviction and wholesale destruction because of the planned expansion of mining operations by local companies like Lepanto, Benguet Corporation, Philex and Itogon Suyoc Resources Inc.; Again, we face the danger of the entry of foreign companies like Royalco, Anvil, Bezant, Crescent, Anglo, Phelps Dodge, Zijen, Oceana Gold and others.

We hold the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo regime accountable for the unabated sell-out of the national patrimony to transnational mining corporations;

In the midst of these threats, we collectively assert our right to land, life and resources; and the right to decide and determine the utilization and development of these;

We challenge the local government units to assert the moratorium on any mining application.

We put forward the following demands:

· End government laws and policies like the Mining Act of 1995 that opens up our lands to the unhampered plunder of foreign capitalists and local mining companies.

· Stop the planned expansion of Lepanto and Philex in other parts of Benguet and the Cordillera region. We demand the payment of due wages; the implementation of just wages and benefits, security of tenure; and uphold the right of association of mine workers. We hold these companies accountable and therefore demand payment for, and rehabilitation of the ravaged environment and communities.

· Stop the ongoing exploration of Royalco. Stop the entry of any foreign and local mining company in our land and territory. Condemn the use of deception and deivide-and-rule tactics such as misrepresentation of our leaders and the holding of bogus consultations.

· Stop human rights violations and the militarization of our communities

We believe that the peaceful and abundant life for the indigenous people can be achieved only under a state that genuinely and totally respects our right to ancestral lands and self-determination; that development can only be attained within the framework of genuine agrarian reform and national industrialization and not through the sell-out of our lands.

Our collective unity and strength bears the historical struggle of our ancestors in defense of our land. This, we likewise offer to our children, our children’s children and to the many generations that will come after us.
Our solidarity with all the indigenous peoples in the Philippines, with our fellow Filipinos and the other peoples of the world, will ensure the triumph of our struggle.

We affirm this declaration on the 25th year of the celebration of Cordillera Day on April 13, 2009.
