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August 2, 2006

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
President
Republic of the Philippines
New Executive Building
Malacañang Palace Compund
J.P. Laurel St., San Miguel Manila

Dear President Macapagal-Arroyo:

Cultural Survival was deeply disturbed to learn of the attempted assassination of indigenous leader Dr. Constancio Claver, M.D., which resulted in the death of his wife, Alice Omengan Claver, and the wounding of a bystander.  The attempt on Dr. Claver's life and his wife's murder raised the ante in an eighteen-month chain of violence that has resulted in 73 indigenous Filipinos being subjected to extrajudicial execution.

I urge your government to treat this as a matter of utmost urgency.  Your leadership to demonstrate that the Philippines really is a democratic nation committed to the rule of law is need now more than ever if this type of carnage is to stop. 

In addition to taking all possible measures to bring the perpetrators to justice and communicate a message that extrajudicial executions will not be tolerated on Philippine soil, I urge you to immediately carry out an independent and effective investigation to come up with recommendations on how best to stop similar incidents from happening in the future, and then act on those recommendations.

Sincerely yours,

Ellen L. Lutz

Executive Director

cc: Hon. Purificacion C. Valera Quisumbing

      Hon. Jannette Cansing Serrano

      Hon. Avelino J. Cruz, Jr.
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