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LETTER OF CONCERN ON THE VIOLATION OF THE GAMBANG INDIGENOUS

COMMUNITY’S RIGHT TO GENUINE FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT AN

THREATS OF AUSTRALIAN COMPANY ROYALCO’S OPERATIONS TO THEIR
ANCESTRAL LAND AND RESOURCES

To:

H. E. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo


Sec. Jose L. Atienza Jr
 
President of the Republic of the Philippines


Department of Environment &  Natural Resources
 
Malacañang Palace,




Central Office, Visayas Avenue



JP Laurel St., San Miguel




Diliman, 1100, Quezon City, Philippines


Manila, Philippines




Tel: 928.06.91 to 93 loc. 2003, 2008
Tel: +632.564.1451 to 80




Email: osec@dem.gov.ph

Fax:+632.742.1642/929.3968




Cell: +63.919.898.4622 / +63.917.839.8462



Email: corres@op.gov.ph / opnet@ops.gov.ph
ATTY. EUGENIO A. INSIGNE



ATTY. AMADOR BATAY-AN


Chairman





Regional Director 

National Commission on Indigenous Peoples


National Commission on Indigenous Peoples

2nd Floor N. dela Merced Building,



2/F Hillside Square, Km. 4, La Trinidad, 

Cor. West and Quezon Avenues,



Benguet Province, 2601

Quezon City, Metro Manila




Tel. no.: (074) 309-10-80

Telephone (63 2) 373-97-87



Fax no.: (074)422-41-73

Telefax (63 2) 373-97-65

Hon. LEILA DE LIMA




ATTY. RUSSEL MA-AO

Chairperson, Philippine Commission on Human Rights
Commission on Human Rights-CAR 

SAAC Blg., UP Complex




3rd Floor SSS Baguio
Commonwealth Avenue




Branch Bldg., Harrison Road, Baguio City
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines



Philippines 

Tel: 928.5655/926.6188




Email: chrp_car@yahoo.com
Fax: +632.929.0102

Email: atty_delima@yahoo.com.ph
MR. PETER TOPHAM






Executive Chairman

Royalco Resources Ltd. 

Level 9, 356 Collins Street 

Melbourne Victoria 3000

Australia 

Fax: (03) 9670-4479

Greetings!
We are writing to express our concern over the  Australian mining company Royalco’s violation to the collective right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent  (FPIC) of the Kankanaey indigenous community in Gambang, Bakun, Benguet in the Cordillera. We are concerned that despite the community’s collective decision to reject the mining activities, Royalco  has not pulled out of Gambang and continues to drill in the community’s ancestral domain. 
The Philippine government is a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and  should thereby  ensure its implementation for the Declaration to be meaningful to indigenous peoples.  
The ancestral domain and resources of the people of Bakun are highly at risk if Royalco will not pull out and heed the people’s issues.  We thereby express our support and solidarity to the people of Bakun and their struggle against Royalco, large and destructive mines and the protection and preservation of their environment, ancestral land and resources. 
We demand the following: 

1. A stop Royalco’s exploration activities in Gambang, Bakun and Revoke Royalco’s Exploration Permit 

2. Retraction of the  the Memorandum of Agreement for Phases I and II, and no MOA signing for Phase III 

3. Respect of the  collective right to free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) of the Kankanaey indigenous community in Gambang and the rest of Bakun, and their collective rights to their ancestral domain and self determination 

4. For the provincial government of Benguet to put a moratorium on all large mining applications and operations in Benguet and ensure that mining companies rehabilitate mined-out communities where they have operated  

5. Implement and respect the UNDRIP 

Thank you.
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