Letter of Concern 
June 4, 2008, 2008 

LETTER OF CONCERN ON THE INTENSIFIED Militarization and Human Rights Violations in Baay Licuan Indigenous Communities during the fpic consultation 
To: 
Greetings!
In solidarity with the Binongan indigenous peoples of Abra province, Cordillera, Philippines, I/we hereby support their protest against the heightened militarization and human rights violations in their ancestral domain at the height of the “Free, Prior, and Informed Consent consultations” being carried out with them. 
We support their collective decision against any mining operation by Canadian mining company Olympus Pacific Minerals and its local subsidiaries  Abra Industrial Mining Corporation (AMIC) and Jabel. This is especially the “consultations” are being carried even with the earlier rejection of the communities, supported by the tide of petitions they sent out as early as March 2007. 

Pursuing this process will only serve Olympus’ interest over the communities’ who have long rejected Olympus’ mining interests on the basis of violation of their collective rights over their ancestral lands, destruction of their livelihood resources, environmental disasters, among others. This collective decision must already be upheld and respected by Oympus, AMIC, Jabel and the government. 
We also support the communities’ demand for the military units to pullout before further and graver human rights violations take place. The present military units, the 503rd IB Reconnaissance Company and 502nd   Composite Company is maliciously tagging members of the BALITOK, CPA and KASTAN as fronts of the CPP-NPA-NDF, sown fear and terror to the communities. Branding these organizations and community leaders as such makes them open targets and enemies of the state thereby giving the military a license to attack and violate the rights of civilians and communities whose activities and opposition to defend their ancestral land, life and resources are just and legitimate.
We also express our solidarity for the defense of their ancestral land and assertion of their right to self determination as indigenous peoples  as they battle against Olympus Pacific Minerals, AMIC and Jabel’s entry and operations in Capcapo, Baay Licuan, Abra.  These companies have blatantly violated the rights of the Binongan indigenous peoples in Baay Licuan by exploring and operating their mining project in their ancestral domain at Capcapo without the Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) of the communities and non-recognition of their collective rights over their ancestral domain and environment. 
Moreover, before Olympus started drilling and exploration, there was no FPIC process conducted with the communities as they had no prior knowledge that there was a Mineral Production Sharing Agreement (MPSA) approved and issued to the local subsidiaries in April 1998.
We reiterate that the Philippine government must uphold the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN DRIP) of which it is a signatory, which states that by virtue of indigenous peoples’ right to self determination (Art. 3), they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development. It further states that indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making matters that affect them and reject what is against their will and collective interest.
I/we therefore call on your office to heed their particular demands to: 

Our Demands 

1. Stop militarization and human rights violations and pull out military elements in the communities!

2. Respect and uphold the collective decision of the Baay Licuan communities against Olympus! Enough already of the community disruption from the “FPIC process”! 

3. Revoke the MPSAs of Jabel, AMIC and cancel their MOA with Olympus

4. Respect the Genuine Free, Prior, and Informed Consent of Baay-Licuan Communities and their collective rights and decision over their ancestral domain 

5. Urge the Philippine government to implement and respect the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Together with other individuals and organization, we look forward to your swift and positive response. 
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